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Qreetings to retiredYMcA friends around the world. This will

my last Bridges article asWFYR Chairman. After our Hong

ons mcctinq in lulv- we wil l  bc fortunatc to have Icrrv Prado

assume the chairmanship ofWFYR. Jerry served the

MCA in Bolivia, Argcntina, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama,

nd the United States. He retircd from hisYMCA career as the

irector of theYMCA of the USA's International Group. He and

have worked closcly together the last few years and with his

rldwide contacts,WFYR will enjoy a leadership of continuity

and strength.

In three months, our historic meeting

in Hong Kong will mark the first time that
i WfyR mcmbcrs will be prcsent at the

YMCAWorld Council mccting. We have

YMCA retirees from 15 nations, including 5

from Africa, 12 frornAsia, 2 from Europc, 4

from LatinAmerica and 9 from NorthAmerica.We thank

cretary General, Bart Shaha and the World Alliance for making
J ' O

this possible. WFYR is raising more than 932,000 USD to

rovide assistance so that retirees without adequate personal

resources can attend. There have been many generous

pporters, but I would likc to list thosc who arc providing

$ 1 ,000 or more to the WFYRTravel Fund. They are:
' Association ofYMCA Retirees/USA
' Don Andcrson
' German Fellowship ofYMCA Retirees/Germany
' YMCA of Metropolitan Hartford/USA
' YMCA of Honolulu. USA
' 

Julius Jones Robert Masuda
. YMCA of Minneapolis/USA
' Adrian Moody
' YMCA of Metropolitan Pittsburg/USA
' 

Jerry Prado-Shaw
'YMCA of Greatcr Seatt le/USA
' YMCA of MetropolitanWashington D.C. /USA

There are four new chairs of nationalYMCA retircc groups

to rcport. Thcy are Jack l.grnhari[ for Canada,Tcruo Hong),o for

apan, Cornel ius Olaomo for Nigcria and Jul ius Joncs for thc

USA.

I want to pay spccial tribute to some

special people who work hard and makc

major contributions so thatWFYR can

succcssfully build fellowship amongYMCA

retirees around thc rvorld. It wouldn't

happen without:

Stew Brown who keeps track of all

our membcrs and maintains our mailinq

l ists.

Lcn and Iovcc Wilson who scrvc as editors to publish our

great Bridges newsletter.

The PhiladelphiaYMCA and its President, Johlllynn, who

underwrite the production and mailingof Bridges-

RegionalVicc Chairs, Sam Nayamc, Edgar Machado.- -
Yoshinobu Tanaka. David Davis. John Knox. HerbertTillekerante

and Tcrrv Prado Shaw for oroviding t]rc nctwork o[ conncctions

in t}eir regions.

Dottic Eley rvho maintains our financial records and handl

all of our financial transactions.

AYR (Association ofYMCA Retirees/USA), its past

president, Bob Rule and current president Julius Jones who fund

WFYR annually with generous contributions.

I rcport that rve are still waiting for a definitive response

from theWorld Alliance on the proposed "Global Retirement

Initiative" for career professionals in developing countries. I just

heard from Bart Shaha that they are rvorking on it and we may

have something to present in Hong Kong. We must continue to

advocatc for this issue. We must also support the Secours

Speciaux Committee under the leadership of Bonnie Mairs to

assist retirees in critical nccd.

It has been an honor and a great experience to serve as

Chairman ofWFYR. I thank Adrian Moody for inviting me to do

so and allWFYR members for your friendship and support.

A[oha,
Don Anfersorl
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Dear fr|enrt of tsrif,ges

To celebrate spccial birthdays this year, your editors fled from

blizzard conditions in Philadclphia to balmy beaches in Harvaii.

While we wcre in thc islands, we enjoyed a wonderful visit with

Don and Sue Anderson. Wc also callcd

fricnds on the one day that it snorved in all

the othcr forty ninc statcs.

Don rcmains cxcitcd and optimistic about

chances forWFYR to gain spccial

considerations for Y retirement fundinq

around the world as a major strategy to attract and maintain

quaiified local leadership. He continues to scek additional

conferencc and travcl subsidy donations and as his letter

indicates, support is still coming in to help.

Bridges hopes to publish a special edition of photos and

reports of WFYR participation at thc Hong Kong Confcrcncc this

coming July.
While visiting thc island of Kauai, we were

taken by the largc number of roosters and hcns

roaming everywhere. (lt seems that t}cy have no

natural predators on the island). Soooo.... we

submit another strange sign

sighting and continue to urge

readers to send us sign photos

you have come upon in your

travels.

Record snowfalls, iccbergs breaking

up and horrific earthquakcs, all rcmind us of our pcrsonal and

organizational rcsponsibilities to protect our fragilc environment.

WFYR has retirees active around thc world engaged in a wide

range of conservation activities. Lct us know rvhat you are doing

to help mother nature.

We thank our fricnds from Australia for sharing tributes to

some of theirYMCA Herocs.We also thank Mireille Giles of

Uruguay for sending details and source information on JessT.
Hopkins and his work with theYMCA in Montevidco.-

Please continue to send us local and national nervs ofWFYR

activities.We alrvays u'elcomc lcttcrs and E-mails from individual

YMCA rct irccs as \\ 'c str ivc to kccp Bridges viablc as vourY

conne ct ion. ( lcn. rvi lson@conrcast. nct)

Len anf, Joyce 
^lVifson
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YMCA HEROES: JESS T. HOPKINS OF URUGUAY

BnZges thanks Mireillc Gilles for sharing information on an inspiring YMCA servant: Jess T. Hopkins:

Dear Friends,
Thank youJor having my name on the mailing list oJBridges. I always rcad it with pleasure.It brings not only news about
us -- retiredYMCA Directors - but also challenging stories about "YMCA Heroes" like John R, Mott, Ernesto Opplige4

Joe Bednorek Thanks again.
I am enclosing hetewith inJotnation about JessT. Hopkins and his contributions to the ddvdnce oJ physical education
policies and ptogtams in Utuguay and Soutb America. Mr. Hopkins was o Jratenal secretary who worked omong us Jrom
1912 to 192E. He came as Physical Directot oJ the MontevideoYMCA,later being nameil as tbe Director oJ Physical
EducationJor the Continental Committee oJyMCAs. Mr. Hopkins introducetl new standards oJ Physical Education and
nnew" games os basketball and volleyball, ttack events, p|alground ,lstems, physical examinations,leaders corps, physicol
edacation Jot women, etc.
Ifound JessT. Hophins jles (reports he sent toy-USA,letters papers, etc.) tied with a rcpe at the old South Ametican
Federation Archives outside Montevideo.I was and still am greatly impressed by his work (by his "mission" according to his
letters) , by his personalitSt and his achievements.

AJter rcading many oJ Mr Hopkins rcports, letterc and jles, I atu sure thdt he could not have worked the way he did without
his wiJe's suppott. Ethel wqs )/oung when she came to Montevideo, She had seven children,jve oJ them born in Montevideo.

Thanks agdn,

Mireille Gilles

Jess Hopkins is credited with
raising the level of standards and
expectations for gymnasiums and
physical education for the YMCA
and all of Uruguay. Before the
advent of the Association, Physical
Departments in Latin America,
gymnasiums were poorly ventilated
rooms equipped with heavy weights
to which only a few people went to
try to develop huge muscles or
learn acrobatic stunts. While the
Hopkins were in the country they
helped transform the clubs and
gyms into arenas for popular
classes, exercise routines and
YMCA drills. Hot and cold baths
were introduced and became part of
the YMCA facility. Mottos like
"Play Fair" were introduced and
hung on Association walls. Similar
mottos were copied by other clubs.
fEditor's note: The Y has always
been imitated but never duplicated.]
The work of pioneers like Jess
Hopkins are a lasting contribution
in YMCAs around,th€ world..

tft+t+

1915: "This brief report of the first
year's work of the Montevideo

Assoc. Physical Dept. gives some
idea of the amount of work waiting
to be done and the fertility of the
soil. The first seeds of Christian
physical education have been sown
and the future should show positive
results for the Kingdom of God."

###
"My time has been almost equally
divided between the routine work of
the Association Physical
Department and the administration
of the extension work. The work
has had to be planned for the 65
classes per month in the
Gymnasium, the l8 classes per
month in the Fernandez School and
the 26 per month in the Women's
University.

"My day's work begins at the
office at nine o'clock and five
nights a week I reach home at
midnight and after. My weekly
schedule has been:

3 hours language study
12 hours playground
4 hours Fernandez School
6 hours Women's University
l5 hours Office Work

15 hours classes inAssociation
Gymnasium

15 hours on street cars
70 hours

"I have taken 10 days vacation
since June 1912"

###
Jess Hopkins created totally new
standards of Physical Education,
making it a new profession. He
brought new games, joy of
activities, character values in
physical education, physical
training as part of an educational
procedure, playgrounds, University
Physical Education, coaching,
National Committees of Physical
Education, etc. International
Relationships, the Technical
Institute of the YMCA, public
school literature, health education.

###
1919: "We have stated our purpose
in a manner which not only shows
the scientific basis of the
Association's physical education
program, but also brings out clearly
and emphatically the moral and
social values of modern physical
education."
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YMCA HEROES: ROBERT BUELL OF CEYLON/SRI LANKA

Xavier Rodriquez, a contact for events and activities in India, sends
greetings to all readers of Bridges as well as best wishes for those
representing WFYR retirees at the upcoming July conference. He sends
detailed information on the work of Robert O. Buell, whom he had the
privilege of working beside in Sri Lanka from LgSg - Lg6g.He regrets that
he lost many photographs, documents and books during the ethnic violen
in the tg8o's. He feels that Robert Buell was the ultimate " representative
of what a YMCA secretary should be."

Buell served the Movement of Ceylon/Sri Lanka for nearly +6 years. He
was the first national to occupy the coveted post of General Secretary of the
Colombo YMCA in 1932. He became the first Regional Secretary and
worked tirelessly to form the National Council of YMCAs of Ceylon which
he realized in tg6z. He will be remembered for his works after WWII
helping to reorganize YMCAs in enemy occupied parts of Europe and
especially Asia. The Government of Ceylon, in recognition of his long and
distinguished services to the people of the country, bestowed the honor of
M.B.E. upon him. Buell was known for his charming and disarming smile
which came to be known as the "YMCA smile".

Xavier says of Buell....."he strode the YMCA scene like a colossus for a
period of 46 years and while he left his footprints on the sands of time, he

as also left an indelible impression on the lives ofthe several thousands ofpeople, both young and old, who
me in close contact with him."

ffitf,r-t 'i=
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MEMBERS.. REGISTERED F WFYR OR THE

LTTH.YMCA WORLD COUNCIL IN HONG KONG

Don Anderson - USA

Jack Bemhardt -Canada

Jayme Araujo - Brazll

Francis Asiema - Kenya

Cris Caparoso - Philippines

D. S. Chinnadori - India

Shiu Wing Fung - Hong Kong

Jerry Glashagel - USA

Mireille Gilles - Uruguay

James Gomez - Gambia

Teruo Hongyo - Japan

Susumu Iguchi - Japan

K. K. Jacob - India

Prescott Johnson - USA

Albrecht Kaul - Germany

Alan Liu - Hong Kong

Edgar Machado - Brazll

Bonnie Mairs - USA

Shinichi Namiki - Japan

Sam Nyame - Ghana

Johnathan Quayefio-Mexico - Ghana

Xavier Rodrisuez - India

Hernan Romero - Venezuela

Bob Rule - USA

Egbert Samraj - India

Jerry Prado Shaw - USA

David Smith - UK

Harold Smith - USA

Virginia Stout - USA

Cornelius Taiwo - Nigeria

Yoshinobu Tanaka - Japan

Yukio Yamasaki - Japan

Ausust Yee - USA
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The Deccmbcr 2009 edition of YMCA World fcatures a

insightful article by Clarissa Balan, Executive SecretaryWorld

Alliance ofYMCAs. The article compares the challenges facing

young people in an industrialized socicty rvhen theYMCA was

originaily formed; to thc complcx issucs and crises now facing

humankind, and challengcs the organization to rethink its

impcratives in light of an cmerging global citizenship.

During a recentYMCA workshop on Global Citizcnship in

Coventry, participants hclpcd frame a numbcr of objcctivcs and

outcomes for the development of work on Global Citizenship

among young people. WFYR and Bridges rcadcrs can certainly

identify with the building of purposcful partncrships and

mutual sharing betwecnYMCAs on a global scalc. WFYR

groups around the rvorld nced to help localYMCAs understand

thc need for an incrcased awarcness of bclonging to one world.

Articles and storics fromY

retirces show a willingness to

understand local and global

issucs and a rcadiness to take

action. WFYR supports the

formation of a new gcneration of

young YMCA leaders that

promote an enhanced sense of

our Christian vocation and

mission.

Readers of Bridges can glean

insights from the stories of

YMCA Heroes that traveled to

far places of the globe to bring

thc messages and services of the

YMCA to cmcrging communities. The localYMCA remains

one of thc bcst positioned organizations around the world. It

has the right as well as the obligation to bc the Global Citizen

speaking and acting on bchalf of thc poorcst and most

vulnerable in its community.

WFYR rcprcsentatives planning to attend thcWorld Council of

YMCAs in Hong Kong next July will ccrtainly be engaged in

lively dcbatcs and discussions of how their organization and

localYMCAs can help thc most vulncrablc in our world obtain a

measure of ccological and economic justice. Bridges looks

forrvard to providing its rcadcrs with dctails of issues and

dccisions reached at thcWorld Council.

Thanks again to Clarissa Balan for hcr background information

onYMCA Global Citizenship.

IN MEMORIAM: HAROLD JENNER

It is with great sadness that we

announce the passing of our dear

colleague and fricnd, Harold Jenner. Hc

was an outstandingYMCA profcssional,

with a deep commitment to theYMCA

Mission and a very kind hcart.

Harold began cmployment with

the BrisbaneYMCA in 1940 as Boys'

Work Secretaryr and retircd in t 988

aftcr eight years as an Exccutivc

Sccrctary with the World alliance

ofYMCAs.

His AustralianYM CA carecr

included two years with thcYMCA of

Sydney, two years as Gcncral Sccrctary

of the CanberraYMCA and seventcen

years with the National Council. Harold

was an'arded the Order ofAustralia

Medal in 1982 for his services to the

YMCA and the community. His

commitment toYMCA work continued

even after his retircment as hc had also

raiscd funds forYMCA Rctirees.

His passing away is a grcat loss to

thcYMCA movement. On bchalf of thc

World Alliancc ofYMCAs, rvc rvish to

cxpress our dccp condolcnccs to his

wifc, Ircnc, and to his childrcn, grand-

childrcn. relativcs and friends.

We pray that he may find eternal

in the Peacc of Christ.
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WORLD FELLOWSHIP AFFILIATE NEWS

AFRICA:
SAM NYAME, VICE CHAIR

USA:
JULIUS JONES, CHAIR

fhe past year (2009) was a vcry difficult one for me in

rarticular because of health reasons. Because of this condition, I

:ould not pcrform my dutics as cxpected of me as Vice Chair for

\frica. I pray God to scc mc through this year (2010) and

reyond in perfect health so that I can perform and fulfill my

rssignment creditably.

I kept saying that the organization and coordination of

WFYR activities in Africa is a difficult assignmcnt becausc of

:listance and inconvenience associated with thc poor

:ommunication system. In addition, most NationalYMCA

Movements in Africa have not shown keen interest to propagate

whatWFYR stands for.

Fortunately in my recent contact with t}c Gencral

Sccrctary of thc Africa Alliance of YMCAs, I am told thc

General meeting of the Alliance will take place in Accra, Ghana

in May this year. I have proposed to use this opportunity to

sharc with participants the objectives and ideals of WFYR.

I wish to take this opportunity to appeal to anyWFYR membcr

who may be attending the Africa Alliance General meeting to

loin me in handling this exercise.

Again, thc Hong Kong gathering will also afford us the

chance to interact with the larger world body of WFYR so that

more information and education will take placc cspecially,

participants from Africa.

I have been in this position as Vice Chair for Africa since

2003 and it is timc I hand ovcr to someone else. Maybe while in

Hong Kong, we may attempt to look for a replacement from

lhosc mcmbcrs prescnt from Africa.

I would likc to conclude that if we in Africa will embrace

the concept and ideals of WFYR, it will benefit us morc. I

bclicve that with t}e sharing of information and education with

nationalYMCA movements and with the keen support of Africa

Alliance office in Nairobi - Kenya, we should be able to

contribute our widows might to the devclopmcnt and progress

of WFYR in Africa and the world.

Newly elected President Julius Jones states that the over riding

objective of the AYR national organization will be: "to support

the chaptcrs. " A significant upgrade to the newsletter called

AYReports has already commenced. and communications will

be enhanced with improvements to the web siteYretiree.org.

In a recent column in the newsletter it was noted that pre-

retirement seminars always indicate that retirees are "not

looking forward to losing touch with thc organization that has

been so important in their lives, and withYMCA friends who've

meant so much to them." New retirees will receive a free AYR

membership for their first year as long as they affiliate with a

local chapter. Services and resources will be proposed to

support local chaptcr needs and activities.

AYReports features an interesting story by Iim Clayter who

returned after 47 years since he first scrvcd as anYMCA

StudentWorld ServiceWorker for three years in Istanbul,

Turkey. Jim is pictured withY leaders interested in supporting

an agreement with the NewYork CityYMCA International

Camp Counselor Program to act as a recruiter forTurkish youth

to participate camp counselor cxchanges. Ji* has a blog at

http:/ lstanbul-v.blossDot.com or E mail  him at

iclavtcr@.smail .com
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v id  Dav is  savs of  h is  f r icnd and co l lcapuc:  " thc  FrankVip that-
remember very vividly was a strong man - physically, mcntally

nd spiritually. These characteristics happcn to cpitornizc the

thrcc sides of theYMCATrianglc: Body, Mind and Spirit. But

that's how FrankVig was."

TheYMCA of South Australia rvill host an cxtcnsivc

llection of pictorial matcrials stretching o\rcr many 1'cars of

YMCA history. Members wcre urgcd to contact Norm

Reynolds if they felt they had materials to bc adclcd to thc

Ilection as part of YMCA History Weck in May.

It appcars that no AustralianY retirccs rvill bc ablc to attend

thcWFYR gathering at theWorld Council Conference in Hong

Kong, but enthusiasm is mounting for theYMCA National

Convention in Bundaberg from Novembcr 26 to 28th.

The , ustralian Bridges closcs its recent edition rvith a

ribute to all grandmas and grandpas who havc bccn fcarlcss and

carned to use the computer. "We do not stop playing because

we grow old.We grow old because we stop playing:"

"The computer swallowed grandpa.Yes, honestly it's truc. Hc

prcsscd control and enter and disappeared from view. It

red him completely. The thought just makcs me squirm.

e tnust have caught a virus or bccn caten b), u t"o.ar-t. I 'vc

hcd through the re-cycle bin and files of cvery kind; I've

ven used the intcrnet. But nothing did I find. In desperation I

askcd Jeevcs my researches to refine. The rcply I got was

negative. Not a thing was found on line. So if inside your

inbox, my grandpa you should see, please copy, scan and paste

im. And send him back to me.

great deal of inte raction took place in thc

ast few months among thc diffcrent national

hapters in the area, especially in issues

Iated to the upcoming gathering in Hong

ong in conjunction with thcWorld Council

t ing ncxt July, 201 0.

Several members across the sub-regions

xpressed their interest in participating. Howevcr, reccnt

increascs in thc cost of air transportation, and thc cxisting vn'orld

financial crisis, forced most of our constitucncy to dccline.

Intensivc cfforts rvcre made to promote thc WFYR

athcring in Hong Kong. Prcparation is undcrr,r,ay in

rccognition of the magnitudc of this cvcnt, a first of its kinrl, to

foster thc continuation and cnhanccment of thc vital scrvices

ided to our lcss fortunatc collcagucs around thc r",orld.

Thc currcnt dclcgation to thc mceting in Hong Kong rvill

bc compriscd o[ Mireille Gil]es (Uruguay), Jalnqg_Araqjg (Brazil)

Hernan Romero (Venezuela) and currcnt Vicc-Chair

Edgar Machado (Brazil).

Other important activities includc thc special fellowship

gathering of the Uruguayan retirccs, as u'cll as r,r,idows and

sclect fricnds, in Montevidco, Uruguay, to celcbrate Christmas

and the NewYcar. Vicc Chair Edgar Machado attendcd to offer

greetings fromWYFR.

Duc to spccial circumstances, thc Board of Dircctors of the

YMCA in Pcru has requested that rctiree Edgardo Crqvetto

assumc tcmporary rcsponsibility as CEO of the National

Movement. Edgardo had graciously agrccd basis until the

situation stabilizes. We congratulatc Edgardo for this

distinguished undcrtaking.

We thank God for our many blcssings and pray for our

fcllorv Chileans and Haitians who rvcre affccted by the recent

earthquakcs. To t}e best of our knorvlegc there are no fatalities

amongYMCA co-workers or retirces.

Retirees in the UK are looking forward to thcir 2010 Reunion

next September in Birmingham.Thcir ncwslettcr is full of

;ntcrcsting articlcs and historical accounts. A finc tributc was

givcn to Mrs. MaryThompson, rvho served along side her

husband of 56 years Jim during his entire carcer. "A quietly

resourceful person with wide ranging intcrests and a

mischicvous sense of humor couplcd with Scottish

forthrightness, endearing her to all who met her."

The Qucen honored ex-YMCA Norfolk chief Johtr Dake.
The MBE award is given to individuals for achicvement or

servicc in and to the community of a rcsponsible kind which is

outstanding in its field, or for very local hands-on servicc which

stands out as an cxamplc to others. Recipient John Drake

statcs, "Onc of thc satisfactions is that not only has the work of

theYMCA been recognized but it also shows that Christian

servicc is still valued by governmcnt. "

Retirees in the UK are able to view their archives on a

designated websitc in collaboration withYMCA England and

Special Collcctions, Llniversity of Birmingham. YMCA

involvement inWWI is expresscd in thc following quote from

The Back Parts ofWar -TheYIWCA Memoirs and Letters oJ

Barc lay Baron 1915 -  1919.

"The significance of thc work of thcYMCA during thc First

WorldWar has bcen overlooked.Yct, largcly owing to the

YMCA, thc British Army was in bcttcr shape than thc armies of

othcr nations. It convcyed to all thc carc of thc nation, and, for

somc, the carc of Christ. Soldicrs thoughtYMCA stood for

"You Makc Christianity Attractivc. " At one timc, thcYMCA

had 1750 workcrs in Francc alonc. Somc ccntcrs wcrc so close

to thc line that a Gcrman advancc w,ould capture thcm."

AUSTRALIA:
DAVID DAVIS, CHAIR

UNITED KINGDOM:
REG WAKE, CHAIR

LATI N AM E RI C,A/ CARI BBEAN :
EDGAR MACHADO, VICE CHAIR
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Printing antl distribufion-for TSRIDGES is prot,irletl bv theYIIC.A of Philodelphio,
l .sending a messaye oJ"Brotherly'Lctve"toYt\'tCA retirees arountl the v,rtrld.

I]IlIDGtrS IS FOI1ALLWIIO WISH TO Rb,CtrIVE I'f

iFunds have been donated so that all who would like to receive ER,DGES wi be able to, without a "subscription"
.fee. However many retirees from countries all around the wo d have sent a US remittance to share in the cost of
hublishing BRIDGES. Ihis annual fee is voluntary, of course (if you are a subscriber, your date of expiratbn ,'s shown
nn the mailing label for BRIDGE_S). Any who wish to make such a contribution may use this remittance form. Check
'phould be made payable to WfrfR.
I

lfO: WnA Communications Chair: Stew Brown, 74O8O CR267-H, Nathrop, CO 87236 USA: I want to share in the
.cost of publishing/distributing the WFyR newsletter at US $7 per year, or $78 per three years.
:BR,DGES subsc'ptton $_ Extra contribution to WFYR $_
I

! want to RECEIVE each issue of SRIDGES, but am not abte to hetp financiatty at this timq_
I

l(Please PRTNT ctearty)
I

| runu r:

I cttY, srATE, zrP coDE, couNTRY

EMAIL ADDRESS:

I nooness:
I

I

I


